
 
 
 

Town of Grand Rapids 
Comprehensive Plan Meeting Minutes 

 
November 19th, 2007 

 
Meeting Place;  Grand Rapids Municipal Building, 2410 48th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wisconsin. 
Present; Chairman Ray Weber, Thomas Arnold, Eugene Zager, Town Supervisor Jeanne 
Fehrman, Zoning Administrator Lorelei Fuehrer, Gary Popelka - Wood County Planning, Rodney 
Dorski, Lori Edwards, Mike Speich (Alt.) and Bill Glendening from the public. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ray Weber at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Motion to accept the minutes to the October 15th meeting and dispense with the reading by 
Thomas Arnold and seconded by Lori Edwards. Motion carried. 
 
Gary Popelka gave a update of several issues; 

• Maps of Agricultural, wetland, roads and boundaries are almost complete. Note made 
that they need to be expanded to make them readable. 

• Discussions were positive on number of returned surveys already.  
• Rodney Dorski asked Gary Popelka to draft a short summary explaining the legislative 

direction of “smart growth” and the reasons to comply.  
 

Discussion tonight focused on Implementation and handouts were distributed; 
 

• Introduction explained planning law statute. 
• Plan adoption described the Board delegating the responsibility of preparing and 

maintaining the comprehensive plan to Plan Commission. Upon completion, Plan 
Commission will adopt a resolution and send to Town Board for adoption. The 
comprehensive plan does not take effect till Board enacts an ordinance. Public notice is 
30 days prior to hearing. 

• Zoning Ordinance has been in place since 1060’s. The comprehensive plan and the 
zoning ordinance work hand in hand with one-another. The plan identifies a general 
pattern and ordinance specifies conditions of the use. 

• The Capital Improvement Program brought several suggestions. One was to look at 
least 5 years out when plan projects and equipment. Look at increases or amount of 
$5,000 to $10,000 increases to trigger the planning change. Set goals that may be hard 
and soft and work them over. 

• Official street map of Grand Rapids is a major planning document for the Town. The 
City of Wisconsin Rapids has several maps and planning tools that could help the 
Town. Gary Popleka will make them available. 

• Plan Commission worked hard to review, update and redraft the amendment process, 
its review, public hearing, denial or acceptance, and approval in the document. 

• A point was made that the Plan Commission “normally will meet once a month, or as 
needed.” 

• Plan Commission had good general discussion concerning boundary agreements and 
intergovernmental cooperation.  

• Reviewed large capacity wells that are pumping and one that land is possibly being 
purchased to drill one in the Town. Water drawdown, cone of influence and droughts. 

• Talked about sewerage plan/map for South Wood County. Map will be attained and 
reviewed.  

• County possibly supporting economic development and TIF districts. 
 
Plan Commission will meet December 17th, 2007 @ 6:30 p.m. We will work on drafts for land use.  
 
Motion to adjourn by Thomas Arnold and second by Lori Edwards. Motion carried and time was 8:15 p.m. 
 

 


